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An Emotional Play
Emotions were evident on people’s faces in Famu essential theatre during the performance of “The New Black Fest’s HANDS UP: 7 Playwrights, 7 Testaments" play. The play's message was interesting, but the setting was bland and boring, which made the play less enjoyable. The stage setting was ordinary and did not indicate any attractive aspect to the audience. However, the casts had vital messages outlined fresh and relevant racial discrimination topics. Moreover, the music choice was good and in line with the message of the play. The play had several authors: Nathan James, Nathan Yungerberg, Idris Godwin, Nambi E Kelly, Nsangou Njikam, Eric Micha, and Dennis A Allen II (James et al., 2020). The play mainly focused on racial injustices subjected to the African American. Truth is the central concept in the play where the casts speak out their mind to those in power regardless of the consequences. 
As the play starts in the tenth minute, Nathan cautions people to watch the truth and not what they wanted to hear. Racial discrimination in the United States of America has resulted in many black Americans being victims. Additionally, the irony of this aspect is that the law enforcement arms are the leading ones in racial injustices, such as the case of George Floyd. He was brutally murder by the police officers. Unlike many plays which are afraid to portray the truth concept, the hands up plays actors outline the actual scenario in America (James et al., 2020). They speak the truth without fear of contradiction or intimidation. According to the play, there is a difference between white Americans and white citizens. The audience understood the story's concepts since it used the presentational method, and it was the original version.
 Director Luther D. Well sets the play in October 14th to 18th 2020, making the play have raw and original content. The director used a traditional directing design that allows the cast to be creative but stick to the play's theme. An appropriate example indicating the effective utilization of classic directing play is through Kyle Hunter (Nathan). In the play, Nathan says that his interaction with police officers saw him handled as a criminal, yet he was innocent. How Nathan explains the scenario of his interaction with the police, as well as his therapists, indicates his creativeness, but he sticks to the truth theme of the play. Sir Well ensured that every actor of the play had an opportunity to build on the theme, although in a unique way. This aspect caught the audience's emotions (James et al., 2020). Edith Carnley being the costume design, ensured the actors were dressed as per the play. Moreover, Imani Henry was the stage manager who effectively performed his role since the stage was visible to the audience regardless of their position.
 	In conclusion, racial discrimination has mainly affected African Americans. They are convicted of crimes they never committed. The legal justice, which is supposed to spearhead racial equality in America, is among the institutions where racial discrimination is majorly witnessed. This concept raises several concerns: who is supposed to legally protect African Americans? Are they supposed to be guilty of being black? American citizens need to watch the play for them to be aware of the adverse impacts of racial discrimination. The performance of the play is from October 14-18,2020, starting from 3:00 to 10:00 pm. Tickets are only accessible to persons above the age of 17 and go for $10. For more information, visit www.concordtheartricals.com official website.
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